Those who were gentle, sensitive and peace-loving are getting
hardened. Those who were hard as I was, as I still am, become
more permeable to feelings. How to explain this? Perhaps the
people who saw life through rose-coloured glasses are defending
themselves with a kind of inner shield against the contact of the
often frightful realities wrhich the resistance reveals. And perhaps
people like myself who took a rather pessimistic view of mankind
are discovering through the resistance that men are better than
they thought.

The chief alone still remains true to himself. I think he must
long ago have assessed the possibilities of good and evil which
each human being unconsciously holds within himself.

A long talk with Louis H., chief of a group with which we
often co-operate. We first discussed a very specific matter, Louis
H. has three men in a concentration camp whom he highly values.
The Gestapo has demanded the surrender of these three men.
They are going to be handed over to the Gestapo by train in
four days. Louis H.'s organisation has had terrible losses in the
last month, and he no longer has enough men to try to free his
comrades. He came to ask me if we could undertake the operation.
I shall give the necessary orders.

Then, without wishing it, as old schoolmates, regimental or
war comrades do, we let ourselves drift into reminiscences. Both
of us are veterans in the resistance. We have seen much water
and blood flow under the bridges. Louis H. has worked out that
of four hundred members who formed their original group only
five remain who are still alive or at large. If we have a greater
proportion of survivors (a matter of luck, perhaps of organisation),
the loss is nevertheless dreadful And the Gestapo strikes cease-
lessly, ever harder and closer. But the enemy can no longer succeed
in suppressing the resistance. It's over, it's too late. Louis H. and
I decided that if a year ago the Germans had shot or arrested a
thousand well-picked men, they would have cut off the leader-
ship of our groups and disorganised the resistance for a long time
to come, perhaps till the war was over. To-day that's impossible.
There are too many cadres and sub-cadres, volunteers and accom-
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